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In October, 1991, a huge firestorm in the Oak-
land hills burned the previous wood-frame house
down to its foundations. I inherited the rectangu-
lar footprint of the previous structure. I felt it
necessary to break the confines of the box to
achieve view opportunities and visual excite-
ment inherent to the site. The owners requested
an open plan to take full advantage of their glori-
ous view of San Francisco Bay.

Mitred glass corners at the west end allow an
uninterrupted panorama of the San Francisco
bay area and create an illusion of floating. The
west decks utilize the glu-lam beams to step
down and not interfere with the views from in-
side. The floating mezzanine study rests on the
beams which extend the length of the house. It
curves through the two-story volume of the liv-
ing and dining room, breaking through the
bowed glass and extending as a sun-screen trellis
to the south. The bow curves at the center of the
building, constructed of glass panels and glass
block, push out beyond the box, creating useable
space on each floor where it is most needed.
Thick stucco walls firmly ground the building to
the steep slope and contrast with the lightweight
feeling of the window walls.

The softly curved arch of the ceiling created
by a pattern of exposed cambered mini-lam
beams, the elliptical stairways, and the bowed
curtains of glass at both sides of the building
help to soften the edges of the exposed, muscu-
lar structure.

The two ink perspective drawings depict a
view from outside the building at the upper floor
and a cut-away view from the point of entry to-
ward the view of the bay, showing the study
above, curved to take in the view of the San
Francisco and Oakland “city lights.”

The stair descends to the master bedroom suite
at the middle level which features glass block
and slate at the tub and shower, a hot tub, fire-
place, two walk-in closets, three bedrooms and
two bathrooms. A similar stairway descends
from the study bridge, but is not shown.

The upper-floor plan depicts the main entry
floor, which is hardwood, the slate-clad fireplace,
cherry-wood cabinet/room dividers and the large
kitchen with a central island. The outline of the
study is dotted above the living and dining room
locations. A lower-level apartment is not shown
in plan, but is depicted in the longitudinal section.
Ron Kappe

Architects: Kappe Architects Planners—Ron
Kappe, principal-in-charge; Vincent Ammirato,
James Gwise, Michael Mullin, Joann Hermance,
project team

Clients: Paul Millner and Harry Myler
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structural; Brukoff Design Associates—Barry
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General contractor: Roy Trillia
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East-west section



Perspective

Sectional perspective

SR

S\

19914EDI0H, =25 > FeL X & Mo ki
foTZZihotohilinfkaizLaET THITIEDL
2o RELGTOBRMORBOWE 0 F THEKT
HI Tl COWIIZfib > TWAHMES L #l9E
MRl Eh 0, Hiob SRR A0
EhbhD LRI, A—F—Ibid, ¥r7570%
Ao ERRS LedbTT s LD
BA—=F T EHRATVE,

WROBOROIZ LT T Ao 750
ADWEAH ) T RIS RS, FELTVwa L
I I E D DT, WO Ty IR AM B
EAT 9T 8L EMELTVAEDT, %
M6 OBED ORIEIZ 2 & 5w, oS v i1F
WIZHEF B3RO LSR5 ) 20 2 O B A5
2 TWh, FNRBVEXFESA = TD 25D
MEOY A ) a—LOhEMBEMELNSHE,
SEON 7 Al %S0T TRFTW a0 H
B &2 {0 224, By io 2 oS ko i A
FANRBNEN T ATy 7 T2 b, iz
LIE, SRS E ShaliH c\f) 4 A
N=A%2 )T, Ry v akEdtasimiic i
WEL-Db EFEEL, BOEREESHEHWT
Wh,

LD %S kb o Lich - 2R od
My =0 WES, eZshhfifiz oK
Ho7—F, EMRORE, QRPiin: s s
BDH T AR —T D5, ScRBEh Tk
LEkoy YEHSIFS,

427 TV 2 oE#lIIE, B o 2 B4t
PoRLbOL, AOPhLHOMDE b OT,
Lz, ¥r7srirakit—2 5y FolEoL]
PRABEICH=FTLENEIRL B,

REEEATTP PR 2 & 2 ERROR S ME~EED T
Wi, SR ITATO Yy 2 LAL— AL
bELEfE vy —, BA, BE, 2209+ —
yeAdr-ru—¥y b, 3WE, 2HENF DL, i
L& LB WEmD OM~EMD TwAN, 22
IR ARV,

LT AR LR ERBL TS, N—F
7w FOR, AL— FR)OBE, b osmiicn
ey, 7452 FROEWR v F >, BHEOKS
BIErrey4 =y oo iz iclA TR
LTHb, TORIZHE T /8= MEFREICIEREL
T, @RI ElirhTwvs,

(B Fx¥¥-—)

95



